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362 Book Reviews 

old non-Attic dialects the author concludes that, with the exception of 
Ionic, they are so slight as to be negligible, and even the Ionic element 
he is disposed to reduce to the minimum. And if, in the case of certain 
forms, his skepticism of their ultimate Ionic source seems overdrawn, it 
is obviously true, and quite natural, that the Egyptian Koivq followed the 
Attic norm more closely and was less affected by distinctively non-Attic 
influences than we find to be the case with the contemporaneous kolvti 
inscriptions from other parts of the Greek world, where non- Attic dialects 
were indigenous. 

But there was no lack of organic change, which in some respects went 
on more rapidly than in Attic, for example in vowel pronunciation, where 
the leveling in quantity, due to the substitution of a stress-accent, and 
the initial stages in the movement toward itacism, are evidenced by wide- 
spread confusion in spelling from the third and second centuries b. c. 
Even the sporadic cases of confusion, as between -q and v, or ot and v, have 
more significance than the author seems disposed to accord them. They 
show that the more advanced stages of itacism were not unknown in the 
extreme vulgar pronunciation, though not yet widely current. 

In all such matters, too numerous to comment upon farther, the book 

offers an unrivaled collection of material, and is certain to be recognized 

as one of the chief sources for the study of the kow!]. 

Cabl Darling Buck 
The University of Chicago 



De quelqaes innovations de la d&clinaison latine. Par A. 
Meillet- Paris: Klincksiek, 1906. Pp. 47. Fr. 2. 

After a chapter upon the general conditions which account for the 
"instability des formes latines" the author reviews the principal innova- 
tions which characterize the Latin declensional system. Although the 
history of most of these is not subject to controversy, there are several 
new suggestions, of which we note with interest, if not with complete 
conviction of its correctness, the contention that the -em of hostem, etc., 
is not due to the analogy of consonant stems, but comes from -im by 

phonetic change. 

F CD. B. 



Petite phonStique compare' e des principales langues europSennes. 

Par Paul Passy. Leipsic et Berlin: Teubner, 1906. Pp.132. 

This little manual by the most eminent French phonetist addresses 

itself primarily to teachers of the modern languages, and deals mainly 

with the pronunciation of French, English, and German. But such a 

minute and competent analysis of language as actually spoken cannot 

fail to be of interest and value to all students of language. 

C. D. B. 



